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EDITOR’S  NOTES 

This  is  the  first  issue  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Reel  to  Reel.  It  is  a news- 
letter designed  to  serve  as  a 
communications  network  among 
individuals  throughout  the  state  who 
are  interested  in  and  involved  with 
oral  history.  Published  six  times  a 
year,  the  newsletter  will  include  pro- 
ject descriptions,  conference  announce- 
ments, bibliographies  of  pertinent 
publications,  course  offerings,  and 
other  news  of  general  interest.  A 
primary  objective  of  Reel  to  Reel 
is  to  provide  space  where  ideas  can 
be  exchanged  and  common  exper- 
iences shared.  Ideally,  it  will  also 
be  used  as  a public  forum  where 
answers  to  questions  may  be  sought 
from  those  most  likely  to  have  solu- 
tions. 

I hope  that  you  will  view  this  as 
your  newsletter  and  freely  offer  your 
ideas.  Your  contributions  are  essential 
and  heartily  welcomed. 

The  intial  response  to  Reel  to 
Reel  has  been  favorable.  I thank 
those  of  you  who  took  time  to  write 
me  an  encourage  the  rest  of  you 
to  do  the  same.  Let’s  make  Reel 
to  Reel  a valuable  publication  for 
those  of  us  in  the  oral  history 
community! 

— Sandy  Romanow 

The  Joy  of 
Remembering 

Traditionally,  oral  history  has  been 
regarded  as  a valuable  tool  for 
collecting  historical  data.  In  recent 
years,  it  has  become  apparent  that 
there  are  other  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  this  technique  beyond  the  history 
itself.  Participation  in  an  oral  history 
program  can  have  great  theraputic 
and  personal  value  for  the  individuals 
who  reflect  upon  their  life  experiences. 
This  was  the  aspect  of  oral  history 
which  prompted  “The  Joy  of  Re- 
membering” project  in  Chester  County. 

Chester  County  Services  for  Senior 
Citizens  sponsor  small  personal  learn- 


ing groups  for  older  adults  at  six 
locations  throughout  the  county.  Ini- 
tiated three  years  ago,  the  weekly 
sessions  of  ten  to  twenty  people 
focus  on  the  concerns  of  individuals 
“getting  on”  in  years.  Participants 
discuss  such  issues  as  the  physical 
and  psychological  aspects  of  aging, 
responsible  use  of  medications,  death 
and  dying,  successful  aging,  and  the 
nursing  home  mystique,  to  name  a 
few. 

The  Oxford  Getting-On  Group,  led 
by  Michael  Robinson-Metz,  is  one 
such  group.  Out  of  their  weekly 
discussions,  members  came  to  believe 
in  the  worth  of  their  own  experiences 
and  made  twenty  short  tape  record- 
ings to  share  them.  The  experiences, 
stories,  poems,  and  songs  recorded 
in  1977-78,  make  up  the  114  hour 
cassette  tape,  “The  Joy  of  Remem- 
bering.” 

Examples  of  tapings  include;  “Farm 
Life  in  the  1890’s,”  “How  to  Harness 
a Horse,”  “Teaching  School  45  Years 
Ago,”  “How  I Made  Butter,”  “Dating 
in  the  Twenties,”  and  others.  The 
complete  tape  and  accompanying 
scrapbook  is  housed  at  the  Oxford 
Branch  of  the  Chester  County 
Library.  Selected  to  become  part  of 
the  Library’s  “Oral  History  Project,” 
it  has  been  duplicated  and  is  also 
available  through  the  entire  county 


library  system  upon  request. 

A twenty  minute  slide/tape  pro- 
gram summarizing  “The  Joy  of  Re- 
membering” project  is  now  available 
on  loan.  It  presents  five  of  the  twenty 
tapes  and  use  many  of  the  actual 
photographs  described  in  the  tapes. 

According  to  Robinson-Metz,  “The 
members  enjoyed  the  project  tremen- 
dously, and  they  hope  their  tapings 
will  spark  others  to  value  their  own 
experiences.  Remembering  our  exper- 
iences - the  joys,  hardships,  loves  and 
even  pains  - can  be  most  worth- 
while. We  can  come  to  appreciate 
ourselves  better.  We  all  are  really 
marvelous  human  beings  and  there’s 
joy  in  appreciating  that!” 

For  further  information  write: 
Chester  County  Services  for  Senior 
Citizens,  14  East  Biddle  Street,  West 
Chester,  PA,  19380.  Telephone:  215- 
431-6350. 

CONFERENCE 

CALENDAR 

Oral  History  Workshop 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission,  in  cooperation 
with  Oral  History  in  the  Mid-Atlantic 
Region  (OHMAR),  is  sponsoring  a 
workshop  on  oral  history,  March  17, 
1979  at  West  Chester  State  College, 
West  Chester,  PA.  The  theme  of 
the  workshop  is  “Exploring  the  Con- 
sciousness of  the  Unrecorded”,  most 
emphatically  the  workers  and  less 
affluent  people  of  Pennsylvania’s 
communities.  Topics  include  the  basic 
training  of  interviewers,  project 
management,  labor  history,  the  urban 
neighborhood,  small  town  and  rural 
life,  funding,  and  popular,  mass 
interviewing  (WPA  Style). 

The  keynote  speaker  is  Kathy 
Kahn,  author  of  the  widely  acclaimed 
book  Hillbilly  Women. 

Those  interested  in  attending  and 
desiring  additional  information  should 
contact:  Carl  Oblinger,  Pennsylvania 
Historical  and  Museum  Commission, 


History  Conference 

“New  Approaches  to  Social  and 
Cultural  History”  will  be  the  theme 
of  the  Eleventh  Biennial  History  Con- 
ference of  Kutztown  State  College  on 
March  26,  1979.  Methodology  and 

approaches  to  American,  Black,  and 
European  history  will  be  discussed. 
One  session  will  focus  on  the  “Uses 
of  Oral  History”  which  will  emphasize 
oral  history  approaches  to  community 
and  ethnic  life. 

The  luncheon  speaker  will  be  Allen 
E.  Davis,  professor  of  history  at 
Temple  University. 

Conference  and  registration  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  from; 
Priscilla  A.  Waggoner,  Conference 
Chairman,  Kutztown  State  College, 
Kutztown,  PA,  19530. 

Rural  Women  Symposium 

A Symposium  on  Women  in  Rural 
Pennsylvania  was  held  on  the  campus 
of  Lock  Haven  State  College,  Lock 
Haven,  March  20-22,  1979.  Supported 
by  a grant  from  the  Public  Com- 
mittee for  the  Humanities,  the  meet- 
ing served  as  a “forum  for  the 
exchange  of  ideas  that  will  contri- 
bute to  the  revitalization  of  women 
in  rural  Pennsylvania.” 

Speakers  from  various  disciplines 
addressed  such  issues  as  health  care, 
community  services,  needs  and  prob- 
lems of  rural  women,  their  roles 
in  local  history,  and  aging.  One 
session  entitled  “Doing  Oral  History 
with  Rural  Women”  emphasized  the 
value  of  oral  history  in  obtaining  the 
stories  of  rural  women  whose  lives 
and  contributions  have  been  previously 
overlooked.  The  sessions  were  most 
informative  and  well  received  by 
those  who  participated. 

MEETINGS  IN  REVIEW 

Oral  History  Workshop 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission,  in  cooperation 
with  Oral  History  in  the  Mid-Atlantic 
Region  (OHMAR),  sponsored  a work- 
shop on  oral  history,  March  17, 
1979  at  West  Chester  State  College, 
West  Chester,  PA.  The  theme  of 
the  workshop  was  “Exploring  the  Con- 
sciousness of  the  Unrecorded,”  most 
emphatically  the  workers  and  less 
affluent  people  of  Pennsylvania’s 
communities.  Topics  included  the 
basic  training  of  interviewers,  project 
management,  labor  bistory,  the  urban 
neighborhood,  small  town  and  rural 
life,  funding,  and  popular,  mass 
interviewing.  (WPA  style).  Approxi- 
mately two  hundred  people  from 
Pennsylvania  and  surrounding  states 
participated  in  the  meetings. 


PLA  Spring  Conference 

The  County/Public  Division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Association  will 
conduct  its  annual  conference  April 
25  through  April  27,  1979  in  Bethle- 
hem, PA.  The  meetings  will  focus 
on  issues  of  concern  to  public  libraries 
such  as  programming  for  different 
age  groups,  information  services, 
rural/urban  librarianship  to  name  a 
few. 

A session  on  oral  history  will  be 
conducted  by  Howard  Boksenbaum, 
Greene  County  Library,  Nicolette 
Murray,  Chester  County  Library,  and 
Sandra  Romanow,  Centre  County 
Library.  Each  are  currently  directing 
oral  history  programs.  The  panel  will 
discuss  the  responsibilities  of  libraries 
to  do  oral  history,  how  these  re- 
sponsibilities can  be  met,  and  the 
fringe  benefits  to  the  library  which 
result  from  oral  history  programs. 

Eurther  information  is  available  from 
Jack  M.  Berks,  Chairperson,  County 
Public  Division,  Bethlehem  Public 
Library,  11  West  Church  Street, 
Bethlehem  18018. 

BOOK  NOOK 

In  response  to  requests  for  books 
on  oral  history  techniques  and  pro- 
cedures, here  are  two  offerings. 

Interviewing  the  People  of 
Pennsylvania:  A Conceptual  Guide 
to  Oral  History,  by  Carl  Oblinger, 
focuses  on  oral  history  interviewing 
strategies.  Use  of  the  techniques  are 
demonstrated  in  four  subject  areas; 
Black  migration  to  the  state,  Euro- 
pean immigrants,  life  of  WASP 
working  class  families,  and  small  town 
and  community  village  life.  Published 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission,  this  98-page 
illustrated  paperback  also  contains 
practical  guides  for  the  application 
of  these  interviewing  strategies  and 
can  be  ordered  from  the  Commission 
at  the  William  Penn  Memorial 
Museum  Building,  Box  1026,  Box 


1026,  Harrisburg,  17120.  The  price 
is  $2.50. 

Course  Catalogue 

A special  interest  course,  “Pennsyl- 
vania German  Culture,”  will  be 
offered  through  the  Pennsylvania 
State  University  Continuing  Education 
Program  at  University  Park  beginning 
March  7.  Classes  will  meet  on  Wed- 
nesday from  7 to  9 p.m.  for  ten 
weeks.  Participants  will  survey  the 
background,  customs,  religion,  folklore, 
superstitions,  folk  art,  language, 
literature,  education,  and  music  of 
the  Pennsylvania  “Dutch.”  Included  in 
the  course  are  two  optional  field 
experiences. 

Willard  Martin,  director  of  Listen- 
ing Learning  Services  and  assistant 
professor  of  German  at  the  Univer- 
sity will  be  the  instructor.  Dr.  Martin 
was  born  and  raised  in  an  Old 
Order  Mennonite  home. 

Registrations  are  being  accepted 
and  further  information  is  available 
from  Penn  State  Continuing  Educa- 
tion, 309  Shields  Building,  University 
Park,  16802.  Telephone;  814-865-3443. 

Oral  History:  From  Tape  to  Type, 
by  Cullom  Davis,  et  al.,  is  an 
excellent  “how  to”  manual  for  the 
administration  of  oral  history  projects. 
As  the  title  implies,  the  text  pro- 
vides comprehensive  guides  for  collect- 
ing, processing,  and  disseminating 
oral  histories.  Also  included  is  a 
helpful  “Rules  of  Style”  appendix 
for  transcribers.  This  is  a good  basic 
guide  for  those  initiating  oral  history 
project.  This  141 -page  paperback  is 
available  for  $8.95  from  the  American 
Library  Association,  50  East  Huron 
Street,  Chicago,  IL,  60661. 

Note:  Both  of  the  previously  men- 
tioned authors  will  be  participating 
in  the  March  17  Oral  History  Work- 
shop. See  “Conference  Calendar.” 
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If  you  would  like  to  receive  subsequent  issues  of  this  newsletter, 
please  return  this  form  to:  Sandy  Romanow,  Reel  to  Reel,  Centre 
County  Library,  203  N.  Allegheny  Street,  Bellefonte,  PA  16823. 


